
Predictions for competitive House races by top forecasters

Updated Oct. 1, 2018

Key House Races to Watch
The table below shows predictions for individual House races rated as competitive by four top political forecasters: The Cook Political Report, 
Larry Sabato’s Crystal Ball, Inside Elections with Nathan L. Gonzales and FiveThirtyEight. To flip the House, Democrats need to win at least
25 of the 74 seats listed below. The right-most column indicates if at least one forecaster has recently changed a rating.
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By Tucker Doherty, POLITICO Pro DataPointSources: The Cook Political Report; Larry J. Sabato’s Crystal Ball at the University of Virginia Center for Politics; Inside 
Elections with Nathan L. Gonzales; FiveThirtyEight, “Are Democrats or Republicans winning the race for Congress?”

Predictions for competitive Senate races by top forecasters

Key Senate Races to Watch
The table below shows predictions for individual Senate races rated as competitive by three top political forecasters: The Cook Political 
Report, Larry Sabato’s Crystal Ball, Inside Elections with Nathan L. Gonzales and FiveThirtyEight. To flip the Senate, Democrats need to 
win at least 14 of the 18 seats listed below. The right-most column indicates if at least one forecaster has recently changed a rating.
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2018 Midterm Forecast Roundup: Week of Oct. 1
Ongoing uncertainty in the confirmation process for Supreme Court 
nominee Brett Kavanaugh has attracted new attention to Democratic 
chances in the Senate. If Kavanaugh fails to get confirmed, 
Republicans may struggle to fill the seat before the next session of 
Congress begins in January — potentially handing the process over to 
a Democratic-controlled Senate.

Expert forecasters, however, say this is an unlikely scenario. 
Republicans are favored to keep their majority in the chamber, with 
Democratic hopes resting on a series of unlikely upsets.

One such upset may be within reach: The Cook Political Report 

recently rated the Texas Senate race as a toss-up, following continued 
strong polling for rising star Rep. Beto O’Rourke (D). However, all other 
forecasters still say incumbent Sen. Ted Cruz (R) is narrowly favored.

In the House, the overall consensus among the expert forecasters is 
that Democrats have a definitive but not overwhelming lead. Polls of 
the electorate’s generic ballot preference have been relatively stable.

The parties are now making key decisions about where to spend in 
the final weeks. The Congressional Leadership Fund, a super PAC 
aligned with House GOP leadership, recently pulled planned TV ads 
for Rep. Mike Coffman (R-Colo.) and Rep. Mike Bishop (R-Mich.).
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